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novel is not neglected. Tentative efforts, in the words of a
Critical reviewer, "to elevate and surprize" are made by
Elizabeth Helme and Ann Hilditch.

The element of terror is inseparably associated with the
Gothic castle in these writers, although they differ from each
other in their use of it. In The Ring, the aid of atmosphere
is called in to frighten Jemima; in Rosa de Montmorien the
air of gloom strikes the countess with a superstitious dread;
in Melissa and Marcia, the movement of the tapestry in the
heroine's chamber is the source of terror; Emmeline is
frightened by strange noises. We have here the first signs
of the movement which leads to Mrs, Radcliffe. It ought,
however, to be made clear that the element of terror in the
stories is only incidental. The passages cited almost exhaust
the "horrid" part. But the importance of the authors con-
sists in their taking the castle out of its medieval setting.
While Gothic architecture was used in historical novels as
in keeping with the "tales of other times," the castle is
introduced here for the sake of the castle, purely on account
of its emotional and romantic appeal. The writers recognize
its possibilities as an implement in their literary armoury
and take to it eagerly. The name of terror novels cannot by
any manner of means be given to the works discussed; but
in the vague use of fear as a source of pleasure lies their
second significant contribution. In practice, the authors may
not be able even to create a shiver, but it is for the attempt
that they deserve to be remembered as the precursors of
Mrs. Radcliffe. Their achievement is only a side develop-
ment of The Castle of Otranto. It is, in a sense, a disintegra-
tion of Walpole on the lines of Mrs. Barbauld's Fragment.
Writing novels of contemporary life, the authors are at-
tracted only by the fearful of Walpole's tale and not with
the feudal of it. That important phase next claims our
attention.

IV

The scholarly work which revealed a revival of interest in
the Middle Ages and Romance has already been discussed.